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the month to the newsletter editor:  Mary-Ellen Tyndall, TucsonRtrdNews@aol.com.  The 

Tucson Area Rep. and the newsletter editor reserve the right to edit all materials sub-

mitted for newsletter publication. 
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                       Allocating Attention to Detect Motorcycles 
                                      Submitted by Judy Aitken 
 
It's a situation that is simultaneously common, dangerous and baffling: A car driv-
er looks right at you as you ride toward an intersection and then pulls in front of 
you just the same. 

It's such a common occurrence that it has its own acronym in many parts of the 
world: SMIDSY, short for "Sorry, mate, I didn't see you." The authors of a recent 
study in Australia, titled "Allocating Attention to Detect Motorcycles: The Role of 
Inattentional Blindness," referred to these incidents as LBFTS (looked-but-failed-to
-see) crashes. 
"These are the most troublesome collisions; not only are they the most common 
crash involving motorcycles, they are also the most difficult to understand; in clear 
conditions, with no other hazards or distractions and no other driving risks (e.g., 
alcohol, age, or fatigue), a driver will look in the direction of the oncoming motor-
cycle — indeed in some cases will appear to look directly at the oncoming motor-
cycle — but still pull out because they report simply not seeing them." 

Part of the problem is the phenomenon called "inattentional blindness." Since our 
brains can't process every detail of our surroundings as we're whizzing down the 
highway at 70 mph or making our way through dense city traffic and pedestrians, 
we focus on the stuff that matters. Over time, we learn to expect to see certain 
things, such as cars and trucks coming toward us. Many drivers don't expect to see 
motorcycles, because they are such a tiny percentage of the total traffic flow in 
the United States or in Australia, where the study was done. Worse, in places 
where winter weather creates a non-riding season, drivers are trained even more 
not to expect motorcycles. 



What is inattentional blindness and how does it kill us? 

The LBFTS study cited an earlier study from 2013 in which drivers were shown images of situations in rural an urban 
areas. In some of those images, a kangaroo was inserted. In the urban scenes, fewer drivers saw the kangaroo, com-
pared to the rural scenes. They weren't expecting a kangaroo in the city so they literally did not see it. 

 In that study, participants watched videos of teams of people in shirts of different colors passing a basketball back 
and forth and were told to count the passes. During the video, a person in a gorilla suit would walk through and 
pound her chest while looking at the camera. About half of the participants not only didn't notice the gorilla, but they 
also swore there was no way there could have been a gorilla in the video. They couldn't possibly have missed some-
thing like that. But they did. 
 
What the Australia study found 

In the "Allocating Attention to Detect Motorcycles" study, three separate experiments were done involving 56, 76 and 
56 volunteer participants. In experiment one, participants were shown a two-second image of a driving scene on a 
computer screen. Some of them included a taxi and some included a motorcycle. The colors of both were similar and 
the motorcycle was actually shown larger so that it would have similar visual presence as the taxi. Participants were 
twice as likely to miss the motorcycle as they were to miss seeing the taxi. 
In experiment two, the same scenario was presented but with the motorcycle pointed in the other direction, so it ap-
peared to be crossing the path of the driver. In other words, the image made the motorcycle more important. This led 
to a slight improvement in participants noticing the motorcycle, but they still saw it less often than the taxi. 
In experiment three, another car that also appeared in the scene in the first two experiments was repositioned so it 
was more in the path of the driver instead of leaving the scene. In this case, even fewer participants noticed the taxi 
or the motorcycle. They were more focused on the more immediate threat of the car near their path. 
 
Conclusion: So is there no hope? 
 
The authors of the study do believe that inattentional blindness is a factor in the number of LBFTS or SMIDSY crashes 
involving cars turning in front of motorcycles. But they also conclude the situation is not hopeless. Taken together, 
the three experiments show that drivers are prioritizing. They're more likely to see the motorcycle in experiment two, 
where it is poised to cross their path, than in experiment one. In experiment three, they were focused on the car that 
was a more immediate threat, and thus even more unlikely to see the motorcycle. 
The authors conclude that "raising the expectation or experience of having motorcycles on the road — such as includ-
ing them as part of driver training programs and targeted media programs — could substantially alleviate incidences 
of looked-but-failed-to-see crashes." 
If that's true, then those "Watch for Motorcycles" bumper stickers I see on cars may not be a waste of time after all. 
Of course you can also interpret it to mean that if we all rode a lot more, and there were therefore a lot more motor-
cycles on the road for drivers to see (and expect) every day, then we'd be more likely to be seen because we'd be ex-
pected. Or, as someone here at Common Tread once put it, "There aren't enough of us and we don't ride enough." 
So when people tell you to ride as if you're invisible, it's not just theoretical. If the driver approaching you is not look-
ing for a motorcycle, then the concept of inattentional blindness tells us that you are invisible.   Thank you, Judy  
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https://www.revzilla.com/common-tread/there-arent-enough-of-us-and-we-dont-ride-enough


Tucson Arizona Retreads Notes-October 2019 

We had a full house and enjoyed reconnecting with our snowbirds and members who were “beating the heat” and 

getting away for part of the summer months.   Merl and Edna Piper attended.  We were all glad to see them both.  

Edna thanked everyone who visited Merl in the hospital (Dan and Aina) and calls (Judd and Sue, Jim and Nancy Thomp-

son, and many others) to check up on them. We are hoping Ellen McVay and Nancy Thompson are still on the mend 

too!  Roger Deevers reminded us about being impetuous.  This sometimes occurs when riding in a group and you want 

to go through the yellow light to keep with the group.  Always ride at your comfort level!  Roger also reminded us that 

Tucson has begun changing the left hand turn lights are various intersections around Tucson.  You may encounter a 

yellow flashing turn arrow (yellow = caution, turn when traffic allows).  Yellow flashing arrow DOES NOT imply that the 

on coming traffic is getting a yellow soon to be red light.  These new left hand arrows have Red, Yellow, Green.  Red – 

can not turn left; Yellow use caution as traffic still has a green light; and green arrow means it is safe.  Even with a 

green arrow look to make sure the traffic is stopped and you can proceed safely with your turn”.   

Judy Fifield won the 50/50 raffle and will be our November 50/50 seller. 

Judy Aitken gave us an update on our 4 corners rally.  It is going to be in July 19,20,21 2020 at the Days Inn in Show-

low/Pinetop (tentatively – more to come in future). Stay tuned for registration forms.   

New Business:  

We have the 2020 membership forms, if we receive before December 31st the old rates for membership dues remain.  

January 1, 2020 the new rates (increase of $5/per membership type) will apply.  

Jim and Dorene Rohlman are heading the Salvation Army Toy Drive.  Jim will provide details as he receives them. Look-

ing for toys and items for families.  There may be a need for “construction” trades skills too, stay tuned for more de-

tails. 

Military Assistance Mission is again requesting our assistance in collecting toys and items for babies to teenagers.  Our 

guest speaker will be at our next meeting.  Last year we brought items to Christmas party (box for toys/items provid-

ed).  

Monday, November 11 is the Veterans Day Parade.  We will assemble at 10AM with lunch to follow parade at Tiny’s 

(Mission and Kinney roads) and DQ is across the street (we presume Dave’s bike will go there on auto pilot).  

Our Christmas party is set for December 7, 2019.  Tucson Estates Park, room opens at 4PM, we have dinner at 5PM, 

with dancing afterwards.  Guests to Christmas party will be $10 per person. 

We will have a gift exchange (white elephant).  Bring a small item (something that is hanging around the house that 

needs a new home or dollar store find or something just crazy).  

Our New England Retreads are planning a cruise for 2021 and we all are invited.  (see flyer).  

Local BMW dealer (Palo Verde/Grant road) is hosting an open house with stunt rider.  Presentations at 11AM and 

1PM.   

Next meeting is November 10, 2019 at 9AM meeting start.  

As always this is OUR club/group and together we make it ours.     



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
We all know that riding a motorcycle is more risky than driving a car. The reality is, a crash as a motorcyclist is about 
30 times more likely to be fatal than as a motorist.  Avoiding accidents or collisions comes from following basic motor-
cycle safety practices.   
Our attire is our choice. Looking cool or portraying an image should not the top priority when getting on your bike. No 
matter how hot it is outside, shorts, a T-shirt and sandals are not proper riding attire. Even jeans provide minimal pro-
tection against injury and road rash if you happen to slide. You can go for extreme protection with leathers or rein-
forced jackets, pants and boots but glasses or goggles are a must if you have an open-faced helmet. Have you seen 
someone on a motorcycle without a windshield who had no eye protection? I have. Protect your hands, you should 
always wear gloves. In warm weather there is specially designed gear that is intended for ventilation and cooling. And, 
it should go without saying, never ride without a DOT-approved helmet. It doesn’t matter if you think you look silly, it 
will help keep you alive.     
Your bike should fit you. You want to be able to easily get on and off your motorcycle and the handlebars and controls 
should be easy for you to reach. If riding with a group, don’t push yourself just to keep up with the pack. Always ride 
to your comfort level, not theirs.    
Give your bike a good once-over before hitting the road. Do you should check things out every time you get on your 
motorcycle including tire pressure, mirrors and lights? Most likely not.  But a quick walk around your bike will give you 
an idea if there are any loose parts, leaks or other potential mechanical hazards. You also need to be aware of regular 
care and maintenance. Don’t delay fixing something that needs attention, like regular maintenance including oil 
changes, chain and suspension adjustments, and stay on top of brake pad and tire wear.   
Don't rely solely on your mirrors, you need to use your head. The safest way to change lanes or merge is to actually 
turn and look over your shoulder to make sure you are clear. Other drivers often are not paying attention to you.   
We as motorcyclist must also pay attention to the road we are riding on. Stay on the side of caution when going into 
curves; be vigilant for potential gravel or other unstable or uneven road surfaces, even road kill. Be careful when 
crossing rail road tracks and cattle guards because they can be slippery – the same goes for the white lines at stop-
lights. Those lines have glass beads in them to make them reflective.   
Another danger to a rider is getting the bike in the wrong state of mind. Riding angry, drowsy, distracted or zoned out 
can be a recipe for disaster. When we are on a motorcycle consider that we are the only one on the road looking out 
for ourselves. If your mind and emotions are anywhere other than the road ahead or your surroundings, you are sus-
ceptible to making rookie mistakes that can end in a crash, injured or worse. And if you are pressed for time to get 
somewhere, don't take the bike.   
We don't have windshield wipers. Lack of visibility is one of rider’s worst nightmare and until you’ve been caught on 
your bike in the rain you will never understand just how much reduced visibility results and being pelted by rain drops 
at 50 or even 30 miles per hour can hurt.    
There’s no denying that motorcycles are often overlooked or regarded as the second-class citizens of the road or even 
viewed by some as the enemy. As a rider, you have the chance to help make that different. When you’re on the road, 
always drive as if you are an ambassador for motorcyclists everywhere. 
Ride with courtesy, care and awareness that you are representing motorcycles for those around you. An appreciative 
wave to someone who extended a courtesy to you will build good rapport. Don’t let an urge to prove a point or retali-
ate against an inconsiderate driver overwhelm your better judgment – after all, that takes away all the joy, which is 
why you’re riding in the first place.   
Much of this article is recycled information. None the less it is still important. Ride safe. 

                Safety Concerns  

 Roger Deevers,             Safety Officer 

                        RE-CYCLING 



Ride Reports 

5 bikes, 10 Retreads made the ride to Pearce to Sandy's RV restaurant.  Quick and friendly service.  The kitchen was 

awesome.  We all enjoyed conversation and food.  We left to explore the "back roads".  We went to Tombstone, Sierra 

Vista (stopped at Cochise Motor sports -  no one was tempted to buy a bike) and then over to Sonoita/Sahuarita road 

to home.  We used the whole BEAUTIFUL day to ride and enjoy our wonderful sunny day.  Jeff and Cecilia  

Retreads met at  

Park and Benson 11 motorcycles one car 19 people.  We found out 3 point Restaurant was closed so we changed to 

Rich's at the airport.  For some reason food wasn't as good today.  We ended up at A and W root beer at Wilmot and I-

10.  Before returning home as normal  I don't know what happened we then went up to Kitt Peak a few people took the 

tour.  Dave Piper 

Wednesday September 25th 
 
9 Retreads met at Richie’s Cafe for breakfast at 9:00 AM. This venue is located at the Ryan Airport on Ajo Way. All came 
in 4 wheelers as it was raining this morning. The service was a little slow but we didn’t mind as it gave us a chance to 
enjoy conversations with each other. There were a few Snowbirds back. The food was good and I believe everyone had 
a good time. Reported by Lee Davis 
 
On Wed. Oct 2 
 
Eager Retreads met at the Chevron (oops, now it is  something else) at Oracle & Magee for a ride to Mammoth.  Lee 
was parked in front, but Dan was selected as the leader and he did his usual scenic tour through beautiful downtown 
Oracle on the way. 
The weather was perfect, the ride was great and the conversation was deafening since most of us were just getting 

back from summer travels.  There are so many connections between our members - we keep finding people and places 

we know in common.  In fact, Jack Scott and I were born in the same hospital in San Diego!  Submitted by Aina 

Taco Sunday 

What a great day for taco Sunday we had a total of 25 motorcycles and one truck 38 people at Circle S.  A 

good time was had by all.  A lot of snowbirds are back. As always  Grumpy did her thing.  Many Departed 

going their own way and a  group of about 10 road back through Gates Pass all in all a great time . 

On Saturday, Oct. 19 
 
Romo's Restaurant being closed for the day, 25 Retreads went to the Cadillac Chaparral for lunch.  Dan led us directly 
there and the tables were set and the poor waitress did a pretty darn good job hustling food for all of us and a few oth-
er customers.  The comments were varied, some good, some not so, but we all ate our fill and then scattered to the 
four winds for the rest of the day.  Dave led his usual group south down Park Link Road toward the Dairy Queen!  It 
sure is nice seeing everyone again and having a chance to visit and get to know some new members.  Submitted by 
Aina 
 
On a Bee-You-Ti-Full but slightly breezy Sunday (Oct. 27)  
 
Dan led 19 Retreads on 12 bikes/trikes up the highway to the Ore House in Oracle. Zoey opened the door for us and 
introduced us to Hannah and our cook, Alice or Angela or I really can't remember, who provided great service and 
cooked yummy lunches for everyone.  Because of the wind we ate inside, but most of us explored the whole ar-
ea.  There are lots of mining machines and relics around inside and out.  The steep entrance was actually partially 
paved at one time so was not as awful as expected, but a lot of loose sand at the bottom.  Keep this in mind the next 
time you venture that way.  Love these temperatures!!! 











RETREADS MEMBERS 

 

Tom Becker  11/13 

Donna Bierman  11/1 

Bill Taylor  11/22 

Roger Deevers  11/25 

Dorothy Golding  11/4 

Nancy Johns  11/23 

Jim Ronfeldt  11/20 

Rick Wallace  11/30 

 

Judy’s 

Jokes 

Kathie Johnson  11/3 

Craig Johnstone  11/28 

Marty Jopson  11/27 

Debbi Kryzanowicz  11/24 

John McVay  11/29 

Carol Pro\intz  11/18 

Harold Whitesel  11/7 

Burleigh Witham  11/9 

November Birthdays 



 Retreads tee shirts are for 

sale. 

Without pocket is $15.00      

With pocket is $17.00 

Extra $2. for 2X for either  

These prices are for long 

sleeve or short sleeve.  See 

Cecilia or Jeff 

ADVERTISING RATES 

Cost for six and twelve 

 months are as follows: 

Business Card Size             $35/65 

Quarter Page                      $70/120 

Half Page                             $100/150                       

Full Page                              $150/220                                  

Name Ken Johnson Email kljvil@gmail.com 

Phone 6128897029 

Message Hi, I have a 2005 Goldwing for sale.  Asking 
$7,500 , located in Tucson Estates.  Thanks, Ken 

NEWSLETTER DIST.                                               

Jeff & Cecilia Murch  790-1613 

Tucsonarizonarep@aol.com 

ASSISTANT AREA REPRESENTATIVE  

Rebecca Hartman 

Awenutes@aol.com 

Patches, pins, shirts, etc. 

 FOUR CORNERS REGIONAL REP. 

JUDY AND LEE AITKEN  520-293-2932   

tizatrading.@aol.com 

TREASURER/SHIRT SALES 

Jeff Murch  790-1613 

SOUTHERN ARIZONA RETREADS 

WEBSITE 

Sazretreadsmc.tripod.com 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Mary-Ellen Tyndall   

tucsonrtrdnews@aol.com 

SAFETY OFFICER 

Roger Deevers  663-3575 

rm1029w@aol.com 

SUNSHINE LADIES 

Edna Piper  574-5579 

WEB MASTER 

Dave Omen Carpro57@gmail.com  

If you are a member of the AMA please send me your Member ID and expiration Date.  This helps us low-

er our insurance when we put on rallies and sanctioned events.  If you can forward this information it 

would be greatly appreciated.    Jeff &Cecilia Murch        
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