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August meeting notes:

We had a few more Zoom attendees.  Bear, Norbeto and Maria, Cal and Rose and Ron and Kathy along with the 
regulars.  Thanks to everyone for joining and keeping with us!  We know this is different and not our ideal but 
sure picks up our spirits to see and hear each other. 
  
Safety Report: Roger reminded us "not to linger next to semi trucks".  If their tires blow, you do not want to be 
next to them when this occurs! He also said to check your tires.  Remember to tell their age, 4 digit code on the 
sidewall. First two digits reflect the week the tire was manufactured with the last two digits reflecting the year.  As 
an example 5012 would indicate the 50th week of the 2012.  Lastly Roger spoke about "safety attire".  Helmets, 
jackets, boots and gloves.  If you are in an accident you want to protect your whole body.  

Lee and Judy belong to a Facebook group that tracks motorcycle accidents.  Tucson has approximately 1 
accident every other day involving a motorcycle and typically a car.  Typically only the accidents involving a 
fatality are reported in the news.  Again another reason to drive defensively and be aware of your surroundings.

The small group of zoom participants reflected we are not fully comfortable meeting as a group at restaurants.  
The Golden Corral is open, it is still "all you can eat" however everything will be served.  You will not be able to 
serve yourself.  We will continue the monthly zoom meetings at the present time.

We have a new idea to encourage riding, keep us connected and hopefully have articles for our newsletter. See 
further information about the Tucson Retread’s Alphabet photo tour within.

Another item is that we would all love to hear what everyone is doing to keep busy and occupied.  We miss the 
face to face contact, send in reports of what is happening in your area.  

We will publish another ride schedule beginning for September.  We will make most of them "Brown Bag" to 
insure everyone feels comfortable.  Also we do not have to worry "who is served" last as we all have our meals 
with us! We are hoping September will still be warm but not so Hot that we can not stand an afternoon ride home.

Jeff & Cecilia Murch    

 Monthly meetings:  2nd Sunday of each month

 When: April thru September 8:00 am; October thru March 9:00 am

 Location: ZOOM meetings until further notice
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Roger Deevers,  Safety Officer

CONSTANT VIGILANCE

SAFETY CONCERNS 
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Lane Splitting Motorcycle Laws State by State 2020

It's particularly important to know the laws surrounding lane splitting, lane sharing and lane filtering.  
https://advrider.com/lane-splitting-motorcycle-laws-state-by-state/

If you own and ride a motorcycle, it’s essential to be aware of the fact that motorcycle laws vary from state to 
state, especially in regards to lane splitting, lane filtering, and lane sharing. You should keep up-to-date with your 
state’s regulations, or any other states that you might plan to drive through.

Lane splitting, also called white-lining or stripe riding, is when a two-wheeled motorized vehicle overtakes another 
vehicle within the same lane or operates between lanes. A subset of lane splitting is lane filtering. Lane filtering is 
when a two-wheeled motorized vehicle lane splits, but only when the surrounding vehicles have either stopped 
moving or are moving slowly, i.e., at a red light or during congestion.

Lane sharing is a related concept but significantly different. Lane sharing is when two motorized vehicles agree to 
ride in the same lane, either side-by-side or in a staggered formation.

Below are all the laws regarding lane splitting, according to each of the 50 states as of 7/24/2020.

Alabama
Lane splitting is not permitted by law and can result in a ticket. Motorcycles are viewed the same as other 
vehicles in the fact that they cannot share lanes with cars or pass other vehicles in the same lane. However, two 
motorcycles may share a lane side-by-side or staggered.
Alaska
Motorcycle lane splitting is not legal in Alaska. However, lane sharing is legal, and two motorcycles can ride 
beside each other, or slightly staggered, in the same lane.
Arizona
Lane splitting in Arizona is currently illegal. However, as of January 2020, a new bill was created to make the 
practice legal. The state government is currently considering it.
Arkansas
Lane splitting is not mentioned in Arkansas law. This technically makes it legal by default, but motorcyclists 
should ride with caution and refer to local regulations.
California
Since 2016, lane splitting has been entirely legal in the state of California. It is one of the only states in the entire 
country to legalize the practice specifically. Before that, laws regarding the practice were ambiguous, and it was 
neither legal nor illegal.
Colorado
Lane splitting in Colorado is explicitly prohibited and can result in a fine and even points on your license. 
Colorado also prohibits lane sharing with vehicles (though it allows sharing with other motorcycles) and passing 
any other vehicle in the same lane. Motorcycles must behave exactly like cars and pass only in an empty lane.
Connecticut
Lane splitting is currently illegal in Connecticut. However, there is presently a bill sitting in the Senate, proposing 
to make it legal.
Delaware
Delaware law does not make mention of lane splitting, so it is not explicitly illegal. It is, therefore, technically legal 
by default.
Florida
Lane splitting is illegal in the state of Florida.

https://advrider.com/lane-splitting-motorcycle-laws-state-by-state/


Georgia
Both lane splitting and lane filtering are expressly illegal in Georgia.
Hawaii
Although lane splitting in Hawaii is illegal, the state has sanctioned an alternative, or rather, modified version. Most 
of Hawaii’s lanes are too narrow to allow for lane splitting safely, but their shoulders have more space. Shoulder 
surfing is now legal for motorcyclists. Motorcycles are allowed to pass on the shoulders only when traffic has come 
to a stop. They are not permitted to go past 10 miles per hour while doing so. The motorcyclists must be moving in 
the same direction as the adjacent lane and cannot make any turns from a shoulder.
While this adjusted version of lane filtering is legal, it only applies in designated areas throughout the state.
Idaho
Both lane splitting and lane filtering are illegal in the state of Idaho.
Illinois
Illinois does not explicitly prohibit lane splitting, but it does not allow it either.
Indiana
Indiana law prohibits the practice of lane splitting.
Iowa
Lane splitting is explicitly illegal in Iowa law.
Kansas
Lane splitting in Kansas is illegal and can result in a citation.
Kentucky
Like many other states, lane splitting in Kentucky falls into a legal gray area as the law does not make mention of it.
Louisiana
Lane splitting, including lane filtering, is illegal in the state of Louisiana.
Maine
Lane splitting is illegal in Maine; this includes lane filtering at a slowed pace.
Maryland
It is illegal to lane split in the state of Maryland. However, recent legislation has introduced the idea of legalizing it.
Massachusetts
In the state of Massachusetts, the practice of lane splitting is illegal.
Michigan
Lane splitting in the state of Michigan is not legal. This includes lane filtering.
Minnesota
Lane splitting in Minnesota is illegal. The law states that the privilege is only given to on-duty police officers.
Mississippi
Lane splitting in Mississippi is not officially legal, but it has not been explicitly illegal either.
Missouri
Lane splitting is not illegal in Missouri law, but it is also not completely legal. Motorcyclists could still face penalties 
if local law enforcement decides that it is not safe.
Montana
Lane splitting in the state of Montana falls into a legal gray area and is not explicitly permitted.
Nebraska
Lane splitting is illegal in the state of Nebraska.
Nevada
Nevada prohibits the practice of lane splitting and lane filtering, making them both illegal.
New Hampshire
You cannot lane split in the state of New Hampshire.
New Jersey
Although lane splitting in New Jersey is not authorized or unauthorized, it is viewed as technically illegal.
New Mexico
Lane splitting is prohibited in New Mexico.
New York
Lane splitting is currently illegal in New York.
North Carolina
Although riders in North Carolina are permitted by law to share lanes, it is not as clear on whether they are allowed 
to practice lane splitting or lane filtering.
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North Dakota
The motorcycle law in North Dakota expressly forbids the practice of lane splitting or filtering, stating, “The 
operator of a motorcycle may not overtake and pass in the same lane occupied by the vehicle being overtaken.
Ohio
Ohio views lane splitting as unsafe and unacceptable, and it is, therefore, illegal.
Oklahoma
Lane splitting is illegal in the state of Oklahoma.
Oregon
Lane splitting is illegal in Oregon, but there is currently legislation on the table to make it legal. ie moving under 
10 mph.
Pennsylvania
Lane splitting in the state of Pennsylvania is currently illegal.
Rhode Island
The state of Rhode Island has outlined lane splitting as illegal.
South Carolina
Lane splitting is currently prohibited in South Carolina.
South Dakota
South Dakota explicitly bans the act of lane splitting.
Tennessee
The practice of lane splitting is currently illegal under Tennessee law.
Texas
Lane splitting is not explicitly outlined in Texas law.
Utah
Although lane splitting is not legal, Utah is one of the few states that permits lane filtering, where motorcycles 
may move slowly between stopped vehicles instead of having to wait in their spot in the lane. This was legalized 
on May 14, 2019. The rules for lane filtering in Utah are as follows:

The roadway must have two or more adjacent lanes of travel in the same direction.
The roadway must have a speed limit of 45 miles per hour or less.
The vehicle that is being overtaken in the same lane must be stopped.
The motorcycle is traveling at a speed of 15 miles per hour or less.
Lane filtering can only happen if the movement can be made safely.

Vermont
Lane splitting in Vermont is currently prohibited by law.
Virginia
It is currently illegal in Virginia
Washington
In Washington, lane splitting is currently illegal.
West Virginia
Lane splitting in West Virginia is not explicitly defined as being illegal. However, it is highly discouraged and often 
considered illegal.
Wisconsin
Lane splitting is illegal in Wisconsin.
Wyoming
Wyoming’s laws on lane splitting define it to be illegal.

Conclusion

Whatever state you’re driving through, make sure you do it safely and read up on the law. It may be fun to ride 
fast and weave in and out of traffic, but that doesn’t make it smart. 

Roger
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The Alphabet photo tour will begin October 1, 2020 thur March 31, 2021.  The idea is to travel to cities throughout 
your state or neighboring states or the entire United States (for those really adventurous riders) and document 
the cities.  As an example if you travel to Arivaca, Arizona you would take a photo of the city sign (could be the 
court house, town sign, Police department, etc) along with your bike and of course if possible you. You put that 
photo in your booklet.  Then go to the next alphabet letter and another city.  B = Bisbee, etc.  You do not have to 
go in sequential order, just need to get all 26 letters.  If you can't find a letter, X may be an issue for some states 
than you can use a substitute.  Maybe find a city that has an "X" in their name.

Once you have completed your book you would turn it in no later than March 31st. 2021.  We will pick at random 
winner(s) and a small reward.  We will charge $5 per booklet to cover the costs of production and prizes, 
depending on how many we sell will determine the "small reward" that will be given to the random winner(s).  

We hope this will encourage everyone to get their maps out, plan a route and if you want invite others to join you 
on the quest.  If you want you can combine several cities into overnight or several nights ride.  Another plus is 
that when you travel to your destinations you can send a report to John Hlady so all of us can join in your 
adventure.  Your travels can be completed wherever you are, if you come to Arizona for the winter or stay at your 
home!  If you want to advertise the "best places to see in your State" all the better.  We can share the high points 
of everyone's home state.

Tucson 
Retread’s
Alphabet

Photo
Tour

Starts October 1st, 2020
 

Ends March 31st, 2021

   $5 donation requested

Name:________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

City: _________________________________________

State: ________________ Zip Code: _______________

Member # ________________                                         

Phone: ___________________                                       

E-Mail Address: ________________________________

Tucson 
Retread’s
Alphabet
Photo
Tour

$5 donation requested

Retread’s Photo Tour
PO Box 64597
Tucson, AZ 85728-4597
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Taco Sunday Ride Report

On a lovely Sunday, Aug. 16, the following Retreads met at our favorite saloon, the Circle S, for Taco Sunday:  
Ellen Davidson, Lee Davis and his friend, Bob Shoup, Roger Deevers, E.J. Foreman, Bill & Nancy Johns, Dan 
Dickerson and yours truly.  Most people ordered off the menu, now that we have discovered that their other food 
is pretty good, too!  There were 3 motorcycles in the lot, but they all belonged to other people. It is just plain TOO 
HOT TO RIDE!!!!  The monsoon is sort of going, but is very spotty.  A friend had 40 minutes of extremely hard 
downpour over in Picture Rocks, about 4 inches worth, and we had almost 1/4 of an inch here. 
Everyone seems to be going a little "stir-crazy".  Hope all you snow birds are enjoying being able to get out on 
your bikes!  Dan & I have been thoroughly reminded of what it was like here when we were still working!
Submitted by Aina Dickerson



 

Jeff & Cecilia Murch  520-603-4350 

ASSISTANT AREA REPRESENTATIVE  

Rebecca Hartman 

Awenutes@aol.com 

Patches, pins, shirts, etc.

 

 
FOUR CORNERS REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 

Judy & Lee Aitken  520-293-2932   

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

John Hlady   971-409-1843  

TucsonRtrdNews@gmail.com 

SAFETY OFFICER 

Roger Deevers  520-403-0472 

rm1029w@aol.com 

 AREA REPRESENTATIVE

TREASURER/SHIRT SALES 

Jeff Murch  520-603-3579 

SOUTHERN AZ RETREADS WEBSITE 

Sazretreadsmc.tripod.com 

SUNSHINE LADY

Edna Piper  574-5579 

WEB MASTER 

Available  

Tucsonarizonarep@aol.com

Tucson Arizona Retread’s Staff

The Motorcycle Braking Distance Myth

One of the most widespread misconceptions about motorcycles is that they have a shorter braking distance than cars. 
Riding behind the handlebars of a smaller and more responsive vehicle lead many to believe that they have more control 
over braking. However, the power-to-weight ratio that gives bikes their acceleration is deceptive; cars actually have a 
slight mechanical advantage when it comes to stopping distance.

Braking Down the Stats
Motorcycle braking distance is largely dependent on experience level. Comparison tests between new and experienced 
riders revealed that the stopping distance for an inexperienced rider is double that of an expert rider who’s familiar with 
their bike.

Stopping capability for cars, trucks, vans, and virtually every bike on the road is 1G. Taking a closer look at motorcycle 
training tests and stopping exit requirements, braking standards of graduating riders were about .5G, roughly half the 
bikes’ capability. For reference, the stopping average of an experienced rider is around .7G, while expert riders hover 
around 1G.

How does this translate to braking distance? At a speed of 30mph, the difference between a new and experienced 
rider’s stopping distance is on average around 30 feet. That’s the length of a bus! Realistically, most riders in traffic will 
be traveling even faster. At a speed of 45mph, the difference is about 68 feet, which is the length of a semi-truck with a 
trailer attached. Roadway sloping, tire grip, and weather all affect braking 
distance as well.  Old tires on a wet downhill road won’t stop nearly as 
effectively as new tires on a dry or uphill road. It’s important to carefully 
evaluate your following distance in traffic to make sure there’s substantial 
space to stop.

Training and Practice
It should be second nature to efficiently hit the brakes on your bike. 
Maintaining enough following distance to stop, based on your bike’s 
capability, road conditions and your riding experience, can be the 
difference in avoiding a motorcycle collision or injury. Motorcycle training will help you get the most out of your bike’s 
braking capabilities and provide important practice time on closed training courses.

Submitted by Judy Aitken
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Retreads T-shirts for sale

Without pocket is $15.00 

With picket is $17.00

Extra $2 for 2X and larger.

Same price for long or short sleeve.

See Cecilia or Jeff Murch

Retread’s Marketplace

The Retreads is a club for motorcycle enthusiasts 40 years old plus.  We don’t care what you ride
Membership is $20 per single and $25 per couple.

If you are a member of the AMA please send me your Member ID and expiration Date.  This helps us 
lower our insurance when we put on rallies and sanctioned events.  If you can forward this information 
it would be greatly appreciated.    Jeff & Cecilia Murch

Members may submit information about rides, items for sale, motorcycle articles, etc. to the newsletter editor 
TucsonRtrdnews@gmail.com no later than the 1st of each month. The Tucson Area Rep. and the newsletter 
editor reserve the right to edit all materials submitted for newsletter publication.

RETREADS MEMBERS 

September Birthdays
Surekha Wisniewski                                        9/3 Jim Thompson                                               9/16

Dennis Johnson                                             9/6 Shirley Jopson                                               9/18

Dennie Stone                                                 9/6 Leigh Huffstutter                                            9/19

Merlyn Piper                                                   9/8 Ellen McVay                                                   9/26

Nancy Thompson                                           9/10 Terrence Rutherford                                            9/26

Jack Scott                                                      9/12 Joanne Piemonte                                            9/27

Ron Stoll                                                        9/12
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Southern Arizona Retreads®  

Murch  

P.O. Box 64597  

Tucson, Arizona 85728  
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